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$208
health
fund
rise
vetoed

By SUE DUNLEVY
Political Reporter

GIANT health
Insurer MBF has
become the first com-
pany to have an appli-
cation for a premium
increase rejected by the
Federal Government.

Health Minister
Michael Wooldridge
has knocked back a bid
for what is understood
Lo be a 15 per cent rise —
up to $208 a year for a
family — because it was
too high, The Daily
Telegraph has learned.

Previously, appll-
cations for increases
have been approved
automatically

But the Government
is getting tough to pre
serve the benefit of Its
$450 tax break for pri
vale insurers.

A spokeswoman for
Dr Wooldridge said yes
Lerday the fund, the big-
gest in NSW, had been
Basked to “rework Its
sums” if It wanted to
ralse premjums for its

000 members.

It is understood MBF
had applied for a 15 per
cént increase that
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Princess Diana gives cancer victim Emma Jones,

By BRYCE CORBETT

AFTER a day marked by
stiff royal protocol and lofty.
obtuse speeches, the offer of
a heartfelt hug was a pros-
pect Princess Dians Just
couldn’t resist yesterday.

Diana was the special
guest at a Commonwealth
Day Council fund ralsing

13, a big hug at the Darling Harbour fund-raising lunch yesterday

Diana brings joy to cancer girl

Juncheon at Darling Har
bour when she was taken Lo
meel a group of children
with special needs.

Among them was cancer
survivor, 13-year-old Emma
Jones, a Woollahra student.

As she gazed at the Prin
cess, Emma politely asked 1f
she could have a hug.

“May I cuddle you?" she
inguired with all the royal
decorum she could muster. "I
think you're so wonderful”

Without 8 moment’s hesl-
tation, an obviously touched
Diana consented.

“Of course you can,”
said.

“I like hugs L00."

she

Pictum: GRANT TURNER

cameras monitoring the
couple’s every move, it was
hardly an intimate moment
with the Princess of Wales.
But the generosity of the
gesture was losl on no one
prebem Least of all Emma.
“I thought it was going to
be amazing Just being here
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